
 

Viburnum 

(Viburnum spp.) 

Viburnum is a popular deciduous (some semi-evergreen) flowering shrub used for hedges, screens, and foundation plantings. Many viburnums provide spring 

flowers, fall color, and berries. In Colorado, most issues are seasonal and manageable with proper watering, pruning, sanitation, and timely scouting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seasonal Pest & Disease Calendar 

Icons:    Spring |    Summer |        Fall |   Winter 

Problem Type Active Season Icons 

Viburnum leaf beetle Insect Spring–Summer      

Aphids Insect Spring–Early Summer      

Scale insects Insect Spring–Summer      

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/viburnum-opulus-var-opulus?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Problem Type Active Season Icons 

Spider mites Mite Summer–Fall          

Powdery mildew Fungus Summer–Fall          

Leaf spot / foliar blight Fungus Summer–Fall          

Winter desiccation / burn Environmental Winter–Early Spring     

 

Pest & Disease Guide (Homeowner-Friendly) 

1. Viburnum Leaf Beetle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=694&utm_source=chatgpt.com


Symptoms: 

• Leaves “skeletonized” or shot-holed (veins remain) 

• Heavy defoliation by early summer 

• Repeated annual damage weakens shrubs 

Treatment: 

• Prune and destroy egg-infested twigs in late winter (if you can find them) 

• Hand-remove larvae if populations are low 

• Insecticides most effective early spring when larvae are small 

• Consider resistant viburnum species if this is recurring 

 

2. Aphids 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• Curled/distorted new growth 

• Sticky honeydew (may lead to sooty mold) 

• Ant activity on stems 

Treatment: 

• Strong water spray to knock aphids off 

https://hortsense.cahnrs.wsu.edu/fact-sheet/viburnum-bean-aphids/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


• Encourage beneficial insects 

• Systemics only if severe and repeated 

• Usually cosmetic 

 

3. Scale Insects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• Small bumps on stems/branches 

• Yellowing foliage, reduced vigor 

• Dieback with heavy infestations 

Treatment: 

• Prune out heavily infested branches 

• Treat during crawler stage (late spring) 

• Dormant oil can help before bud break (if scale is a known issue) 

• Focus on plant vigor (water, mulch, avoid stress) 

 

 

 

https://www.epicgardening.com/viburnum/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


4. Spider Mites 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• Fine yellow stippling on leaves 

• Dull, dusty or bronzed foliage in heat 

• Fine webbing may appear (not always obvious) 

Treatment: 

• Strong water spray (especially leaf undersides) 

• Avoid hot, dry stress — water deeply 

• Miticides only if severe 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://riverbendva.com/spider-mites/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


5. Powdery Mildew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• White/gray powdery coating on leaves 

• Most common mid-to-late summer 

• Rarely kills plants 

Treatment: 

• Improve airflow / sunlight 

• Thin canopy after flowering 

• Avoid excess nitrogen 

• Mostly cosmetic — fungicides optional 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.epicgardening.com/viburnum/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


6. Leaf Spot / Foliar Blight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• Brown/black spots that may merge into blotches 

• Premature leaf drop late season 

Treatment: 

• Rake/remove fallen leaves 

• Avoid overhead watering 

• Improve airflow with pruning 

• Fungicides rarely needed for homeowners 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/vegetables/beans/cercospora-leaf-spot-in-beans.htm?utm_source=chatgpt.com


7. Winter Desiccation / Winter Burn 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Symptoms: 

• Bronzing/browning, crispy leaf edges (more common on exposed sites) 

• Dieback in severe winters, especially with dry soil + wind 

Treatment: 

• Winter watering during warm/dry periods 

• Mulch 2–3" (keep off trunk) 

• Wind protection (burlap) for exposed locations 

• Spring tip-pruning of dead portions 

 

Treatment Timing Calendar – Viburnum (Colorado Front Range) 

Icons:          Scout |      Prune |   Water |       Treat |       Sanitation 

https://thegardendiaries.blog/009-4-2/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


March–Early April (  ) 

•          Inspect for scale + overall winter stress 

•       Dormant oil (only if scale history) 

•   Water during dry spring spells 

Late April–May (  ) 

•          Viburnum leaf beetle larvae feeding begins 

•       Treat leaf beetle early (small larvae) if needed 

•      Light pruning after flowering (species-dependent) 

June (    ) 

•          Aphids + early mites 

•   Deep water during dry periods 

July–August (  ) 

•          Powdery mildew + leaf spot show up 

•       Fungicides only if appearance is important 

•    Avoid hard pruning and avoid excess nitrogen 

September–October (      ) 

•       Rake fallen leaves 

•   Water before the ground freezes 

•      Remove dead/damaged wood only 

Winter ( ) 

•   Winter watering during warm/dry periods 

•    No pesticide treatments needed 

 

When to Worry vs. When It’s Cosmetic 

  When to Worry (Action Needed) 

• Repeated heavy defoliation (leaf beetle) 

• Scale causing decline/dieback 

• Significant dieback or loss of vigor 



  Mostly Cosmetic (Monitor Only) 

• Powdery mildew late summer 

• Light aphids or mites 

• Minor leaf spotting late season 

 

 


